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A  good  corral  is  a  necessity  in  any  type  of  sheep 
operation.  This  plan  was  developed  at  Oregon  State 
University  and  is  intended  primarily  for  sorting  and 
treating  flocks  of  sheep  as  no  provision  is  made  for 
feed  or  water. 


In  addition  to  serving  as  a  holding  area,  a  corral 
should  be  versatile  enough  to  permit  a  flock  owner 
to  work  his  flock  with  a  minimum  of  effort.  At  various 
times  during  the  year  most  flock  owners  divide  their 
sheep  into  groups  according  to  sex,  breed,  age,  and  con- 
dition for  breeding,  culling,  or  treatment  for  such 
things  as  foot  rot  or  internal  parasites.  A  well-organ- 
ized   corral    greatly    aids    in    these    operations. 


The  crowding  pen  can  be  used  for  holding  small 
groups  of  sheep  tightly  to  facilitate  ear  tag  reading, 
branding,  marking,  or  close  examination  of  each 
sheep.  After  each  group  is  worked  the  sheep  go 
through  the  cutting  chute  where  they  can  be  divided 
into  three  groups,  be  weighed  in  the  squeeze  area, 
and  go  through  the  foot  bath. 

The  corral  setup  is  also  equipped  with  a  loading 
ramp  or  chute.  This  can  be  a  variable  height  chute  for 
loading  small  or  large  trucks  having  different  height 
truckbeds. 

If  possible,  the  corral  should  be  built  on  a  slope  to 
provide  drainage  and  the  cutting  chute  should  run  north 
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and  south  and  uphill.  Sheep  do  not  like  to  be  driven 
into  the  sun,  and  they  work  best  if  they  are  moving 
uphill. 

The  working  drawing  suggests  an  efficient  arrange- 
ment only  and  does  not  include  construction  details. 
It  does,  however,  show  two  possible  variations  of  the 
crowding  pen.  A  fence  height  of  42  inches  is  recom- 
mended except  for  the  crowding  pen  and  chute  sides, 
which  should  be  36  inches  high. 

The  sizes  of  the  pens  may  be  varied  if  desired.  Five 
square  feet  of  space  per  animal  is  sufficient  if  the  sheep 
are  only  to  be  held  while  being  worked,  but  at  least 
twice  as  much  space  is  needed  for  comfortable  rest 
if  they  are  to  be  held  overnight. 

The  chute,  with  solid  wood  sides  and  preferably  a 
concrete  bottom,  is  14  to  15  inches  wide.  When  lambs 
are  handled,  the  chute  can  be  narrowed  to  10  or  11 
inches  by  inserting  a  false  side  panel. 
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A  large-scale  working  drawing  may  be  obtained  from  the  extension 
agricultural  engineer  at  your  State  university.  There  may  be  a  small 
charge  to  cover  cost  of  printing. 

If  you  tlo  not  know  the  location  of  your  State  university,  send  your 


request  to  Agricultural  Engineer,  Federal  Extension  Service,  U.S.  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.C.  20250.  He  will  forward 
your  request  to  the  correct  university. 
ORDER  PLAN  NO.  6043,  SHEEP  CORRAL  for  250  head 
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